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with Australian fleets in early 2017, teaming a

choice of two different capacity, six-cylinder,
turbocharged diesel engines with the Allison 3000 World
Series six-speed automatic transmission.

‘ ‘ ino’s 500 Series Wide Cab range entered service

Visually, the difference between the two engines was
evident in the cab positioning being lower —a two-step
cab entry for the 8.0-litre, versus the three-step up to the
9.0-litre.

At the time of its launch there were more than 50 variants
in-the 500 Series range, encompassing models such as
the FG, GH, FL and FM, and running from 4x2 to 6x4
and with a 6x2 featuring an additional lifting lazy axle
alternative as an aftermarket fitment by the bodybuilder.

In what was an Australian first for this class, Vehicle g
Stability Control (VSC) was fitted as standard acrossthe
500 Series range. Additional class-leading safety features
include ABS, traction control (ASR), a driver airbag, cruise T
control, fog lamps and Hill Start Assist (with manual
gearbox only). S —

Although a standard cab version of the 500 Series was
previewed at the Tokyo Motor Show in 2017, it wasn't
available for the Australian market until November 2018.

The arrival of the standard cab to join the wide cab
versions was destined to gain the attention of medium
duty truck buyers and operators, where the additional
interior space of the wide cab versions is'not needed-for = Ve e
inner city application. '

Hino Trucks Australia has a lot riding on its decision to
include araft of safety features-as-standard-inclusions-on-
this truck, and is obviously excited to be able to increase
the available product range. PowerTorque was invited to
preview the all-new 500 Series standard cab at the Hino
Motors Limited (HML) test facility in Hamura, Japan.
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HINO 500

One of the reasons for delaying the arrival of the
standard cab was the introduction of an all-new smaller
displacement engine that brings increased power and
torque outputs. The gain for operators is improved fuel
economy and lower exhaust emissions that comply with
Japan’s stringent post-Post New Long Term (pPNLT)
emissions standards, which is equivalent to Euro6.

With its cleaner, greener attitude, the standard cab
500 Series brings to the table new levels of both active
and passive safety, together with technology benefits
not previously seen in the Australian medium duty
truck segment.

Versatility and choice have been increased with 54 model
variants available across the FC, FD and FE range, up
from the previous 35 model line-up.

Cabin variations across the 500 standard cab range
include a short cab (FC), a rest cab with ADR42 sleeper
compliance (FD&FE), and a crew cab (FD&FE).

For the new 500 Series standard cab, the FC now joins the
FD in the 11,000kg GVM category, a significant increase
over the previous FC model’s 10,400kg GVM. The FE
model continues to be offered with GVMs of 12,000kg and
14,000kg, depending on requirements.

Beneath the cab sits the new heavy-duty AO5, 5.0-litre,
four-cylinder, turbocharged engine, replacing the previous
five-cylinder AO7 that was fitted to the original versions of
the standard cab truck.

The AOS5 is designed around the AO9 six-cylinder engine
fitted to the 500 Series wide-cab models in Australia.
Sharing some core engine componentry from the AO9
including crankshaft and bearing dimensions, and utilising
a shorter stroke, the AO5 is claimed by Hino engineers to
be under less stress and easily able to cope for the long
term with the increased outputs.

Interestingly, the new AO5 four-cylinder engine produces
the same amount of torque as the larger JO8 engine fitted
to the 500 Series wide-cab models, plus it offers 10 to 20
percent more torque than the JO7 five-cylinder engine
that featured in the outgoing standard cab models.

The AO5 engine should be more than up to the task,

as explained by Daniel Petrovski; Manager of Product
Strategy;-Hino Motor Sales Australia (HMSA): “The AO5
engine is basically an AO9 with two-cylinders cut off — it’s
a big, heavy-duty engine”.

Three power ratings are available depending on model
selection, with 240hp @ 2300 rpm and 794Nm ofjtorque
@ 1400 rpm for the AO5-TE fitted to FC & FD 1124 models.

The FE crew cab models receive the AO5-TD with 240hp
at 2300 rpm and with 833Nm of torque at 1400 rpm, while
the range-topping FD 1126 and FE 1426 models are
powered by the AO5C-TC with 260hp at 2300 rpm and
882Nm of torque @ 1400 rpm.
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